The four test components

Listening

The Listening component takes around 30 minutes to complete. There are 40 questions in four
sections. A variety of question types is used in order to test a wide range of listening skills.
These include ability to understand main ideas and detailed factual information, ability to

understand the opinions and attitudes of speakers, ability to understand the purpose of an
utterance and ability to follow the development of ideas.

The first two sections deal with situations set in everyday social contexts. There is a conversation
between two speakers in Section 1 and a monologue in Section 2.

The final two sections deal with situations set in educational or training contexts. In Section 3,

there is a conversation between up to four speakers (for example, between a university tutor
and some students), and Section 4 is a monologue on an academic subject.

There is a range of native-speaker accents in the recordings, which reflects the international
nature of IELTS.
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