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IELTS Guide

Reading

The Reading component takes 60 minutes to complete. There are 40 questions in three sections.
A variety of question types is used in order to test a wide range of reading skills. These include
reading for gist, reading for main ideas, reading for detail, skim reading, understanding detailed
logical argument, recognising writers’ opinions, attitudes and inferences.

Academic Reading

The Academic Reading test includes three long texts (between 750 and 950 words each) which
range from the descriptive and factual to the discursive and analytical. The texts are authentic
and are taken from books, journals, magazines and newspapers. They are accessible to a

non-specialist audience but are recognisably appropriate for candidates entering undergraduate
or postgraduate courses or seeking professional registration.

General Training Reading

The General Training Reading component contains one long narrative or descriptive text and
several shorter, more factual, texts. The texts are authentic and are taken from books, magazines,
notices, advertisements, company handbooks and guidelines. Texts are based on the type of

written material candidates are likely to encounter on a daily basis in an English-speaking
country.
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